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UsS. Concemed About Castro

The Rea.gan admmxstratlons an- cret— and
nounced determination to combat flow - mission in France. :
of: Savxet ‘arms ‘to' El Salvador’s leftist @ Later in 1966, Vecmo e given .
~‘Iu;& stirred . intense’ contro- ~ overall ‘command of ‘Cuban missile, :
JLversy. Some,,Lahn American- countries’s;
éj’"‘ : notably Mexico — tend to discount © connectlons with the Russians,
% the importance of the Salvadoran left-. ~,. ® From 1967 to 1974, Vecmo per-
"ists’ connection with the Cuban and >~ formed'a number of missions for Cas:
Nlmraguan r@mes tIO’S secret pOhm, lnCludlng a penOd
ﬁ :But while others’, y "~ poch-poo - as military attache in North Vietnam.
the Reagan . advisers’ concern over- Intelhgence sources say he took part
-“Cuban help to the Salvadoran guernl-
+las, U.S. intelligence experts point to’: .
_the intermiittent presence of a danger-:: .
wsCubmoEﬁcnalm Nicaragus, t.he ‘

A.mencan pnsonem “of war.:

armed forces in 1975 and. made a-
member of - the "Cuban Commv.mxst

primary transit point for Soviet &id.. Party’s. central committes, Vecino su-
,\ Th:dman our ‘zwhgf::z d;())e?;\)}e are . pervised Castro’s advent:um in Angola
,E.Alegnt, a’ 47-year-old" major general in’  and Ethiopia. . % “

¢ In 1978, Vecino' wes. named min-
"DGL He travels ‘under. the cover of :;uter :‘g hmlﬂl i:) edu(clatlon, a posgethatf,
- Castro’s mxmster of higher education. pag:mmtary ag::; nllat;ge v;)nu?;s ge:,
- Here's . what . intelligence : sources ' tral American countries under cover of -
'have told my. associate Dale. Van Atta " educational assistance. .-
about Vecino's career. : : “+ o In 1979, Vecino set up headquar~
L 'lyBom mt:Iavana.f Tgeene. became terskm Coeta Rica, whericl;le wats;l age
_early’ associate of Cas “to constant to Wi e -
"an influential member of the inner - eep.in
circle -that took control of ‘Cuba aﬂ:gt
the ouster of Fulgencio'Batista. i

TFidel - Castro’s clandestine - service

fighting - Anastasio < Somoza’s

'made’ director of the National Insti-
tute for Agncultural Reform!%
; - In*:.1966, " while - nommally-»_m-f
.charge ‘of the Union of Cuban Com-
& munist, Youth, Vecino performed a se: .

to Managua for a time.
! Since then, according to mtellxgence
sources, ‘Vecino has been close to the -

caraguan ' government,: making" regular * ;

’ suowssfui esplonage. ,'
: - to the Nicaraguan regime was arrang-g

forces'— a post ‘that- requn'ed close

Svin mterrogatxon —~and. wnme_f of : 'known in Latin America. In fact, hlsﬂ

s Promoted to vice- ‘ minister of' ‘the

Sandmxsta rebels while * they were ‘-
Ni- %
caraguan dictatorship. When the San-.
.1 @ Vecino was initially P“t in'charge-*. dinistas ‘won, Vecino'and a sidekick ::
“.of a Cuban province, but in'1962 was - who was also a Cuban general moved o

- agents. The Cubans also are reported 2

-more - leftist elements~"of “the .Ni-<.! second-in-command - 1s an Argentmel‘

e z ‘d,
vxsxts wManagua. Among his sequi*

[ ing. the shipment of 100 - captur
American 105 mm howitzers. fro
‘Vietnam to Nicaragua. The artilleryr‘_

essel operated under Lebanese regis
try by the Palatme Liberation Orga-"

: Vecino’s’ role as Castros spymast‘eis’
and’ general _troublemaker is well %
¢ presence . anywhere _in. the _ared is '{
_.enough 'to panic military and mfelh--,g
~gence: circles. For example, his visitt6 ¥
- the Dominican Republic in 1979° mﬁ},
“two Cuban transport: planes, . supm‘
posedly to offer humanitarian assis-.-
stance in. the wake. of a devastating:
humcane, produced "a cold - rebuff.,,
from President Antonio Guzman. - ... .

‘In > Nicaragua, meanwhlle, Vecm -
has tried to-cash in on the Cubans

i

. gence - 30urces- say his-. DGI oohorts Al
. were allowed to prepare the guest list »{
“for the rebels’ first anniversary celed;’
- bration last year, and the guests were
reportedly frisked by the Cuban pohce e

to have a training camp in Nicaragua. +
-In addition, sources disclosed" ﬂmb\f

--Vecino’s . Cuban - agents : have: main3-!

4 tained two guerrilla training camps in'-

. Mexico —- one run" by the PLO;" tha r.

‘ other by a Cuban: Army major whose

Montenegro terrorist. -+ =2 5 oag bt
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